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Instruction

SUBJECT: ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOL

The Board of Education, in recognizing the educational uses of animals in the classroom,
requires that permission be obtained from the building principal before animals are brought to the
school or classrooms. It is the principal's responsibility to ensure that there is appropriate educational
purpose if any animal is housed in a classroom. Animals are not to be transported on school buses.

Animals brought to school must be properly housed, handled, and cared for in glass or screened
cages. Only the teacher or those students designated by the teacher are to handle the animals.

It shall be the responsibility of the principal or his/her designee to develop a plan of care for
those animals housed in school in the event of an emergency school closing or in the event the animals
remain in the classroom on days when school is not in session.

All experiments using live animals must have prior approval of the principal and be conducted in
accordance with educationally approved guidelines.

Participation in Experiments Involving Animals

The Board of Education recognizes that a student may have a moral, religious and/or
philosophical objection to the dissection of animals. A written request from the parent/legal guardian
of the student wishing an exemption from dissection activities will be submitted to tile teacher,
indicating the reasons for the exemption. A committee comprising the principal, guidance counselor
and classroom teacher will review the request and may seek an interview with the student and/or
parent/legal guardian in order to secure additional information to better act on the request. Students
will not be discriminated against because of their decision to refrain from dissection activities.

If the student’s request for exemption is granted, an appropriate alternative educational activity,
which is closely related to and of equal rigor as the exempted activity, will be assigned in lieu of the

classroom dissection; and the student will be responsible for and evaluated on the material covered in
the alternate activity. The alternate activity will carry the same credit as the laboratory dissection.

Education Law Section 809

Adopted: 8/22/06



