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SUBJECT: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, RESOURCES, AND EVALUATION 
 
 The Board of Regents and the New York State Education Department (NYSED) are responsible 
for setting state learning standards for what all students should know and be able to do as a result of 
skilled instruction. The District must provide students with instruction on certain specified topics as 
outlined in law, regulation, and guidance and will develop curriculum based on established state learning 
standards, laws, regulations, and guidance. 
 
Definitions 
 
 For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply: 
 
 a) "Curriculum" means the outline or scope and sequence of the content, concepts, and skills 

students will learn to enable them to meet state learning standards.  
 
 b) "Instruction" means the ways (e.g., approaches, strategies, environments, materials, 

interactions) that an educator chooses to teach the curriculum, based on the needs of their 
students.  

 
 c) "State learning standards" means the knowledge, skills, and understandings that individuals 

can and do habitually demonstrate over time as a consequence of instruction and experience. 
These standards reflect educational goals for students and are organized by subject area and 
grade levels.  

 
Curriculum Development, Resources, and Evaluation 
 
 District curriculum will align with the New York State learning standards and include any specific 
topics required by law, regulation, or guidance. The Board has the authority to prescribe the course of 
study in the District within the parameters established by state learning standards, law, regulation, and 
guidance. The Board will work with District Administration to support alignment of New York State 
Standards and evidence-based curriculum in the District. 
 
 Administration will collaborate with instructional staff on curriculum development initiatives and 
improvement, in order to respond to changing conditions in curriculum needs, state requirements, and 
student skills. Curriculum changes may also be prompted by improvements in staff knowledge of 
instructional strategies, trends in specific content areas, and updates in educational research. 
Instructional staff are expected to implement District curriculum and continually evaluate instructional 
practice in order to improve learning and foster student growth. District administrators will work to 
ensure that curriculum is evaluated on a regular evaluation cycle. 
 
 Recommended curriculum changes will be presented to the Superintendent for review and action. 
Upon the Superintendent's approval, the recommended changes will then be presented to the Board for 
approval. District administrators and/or instructional staff may be invited to Board meetings to discuss 
changes to District curriculum. 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, RESOURCES, AND EVALUATION   

(Cont'd.) 
 
 The Board may periodically request that the Superintendent present reports necessary to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the District's curriculum. 
 
Referenced: The School Board's Role in Curriculum Adoption 
 
 
 
20 USC Section 6311 
Education Law Sections 101, 101-a, 207, 305, 1604, 1709, 1711, 1804, 2503, and 2508  
8 NYCRR Sections 3.35 and 100.1 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #8242 -- Civility, Citizenship, and Character Education/Interpersonal 

Violence Prevention Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP, AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/ 

INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION 
 
Civility, Citizenship, and Character Education 
 
 The Board recognizes that teaching students respect, civility and understanding toward others, as 
well as the practice and reinforcement of appropriate behavior and values of our society, is an important 
function of the District. 
 
 The District wishes to foster an environment where students exhibit behavior that promotes 
positive educational practices, allows students to grow socially and academically, and encourages 
healthy dialogue in respectful ways. By presenting teachers and staff as positive role models, the District 
stresses positive communication and discourages disrespectful treatment. This policy is not intended to 
deprive and/or restrict any student of his or her right to freedom of expression but, rather, seeks to 
maintain, to the extent possible and reasonable, a safe, harassment free and educationally conducive 
environment for our students and staff. 
 
 Furthermore, the District will ensure that the course of instruction in grades K through 12 includes 
a component on civility, citizenship, and character education in accordance with Education Law, with 
an emphasis on discouraging acts of harassment, bullying, and/or discrimination. Character education 
is the deliberate effort to help students understand, care about, and act upon core ethical values. 
 
 Character education will instruct students on the principles of: 
 

a) Honesty; 
 

b) Tolerance; 
 

c) Personal responsibility; 
 

d) Respect for others; 
 

e) Awareness and sensitivity to discrimination and/or harassment as defined in the Dignity for 
All Students Act; 

 
f) Civility in relation to people of different races, weights, national origins, ethnic groups, 

religions, religious practices, physical or mental abilities, sexual orientations, genders or 
sexes; 

 
g) Observance of laws and rules; 

 
h) Courtesy;  
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SUBJECT: CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP, AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/ 

INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION  (Cont'd.) 
 
i) Dignity, and other traits which will enhance the quality of students' experiences in, and 

contributions to, the community; and 
 

j) Safe and responsible use of the Internet and electronic communications. 
 
 As determined by the Board of Regents, and as further enumerated in Commissioner's regulations, 
the components of character education will be incorporated in existing District curricula as applicable. 
 
 The District encourages the involvement of staff, students, parents, and community members in 
the implementation and reinforcement of character education in the schools. 
 
Interpersonal Violence Prevention Education 
 
 The District may utilize any interpersonal violence prevention education package made available 
by the New York State Education Department. These materials may be incorporated as part of the health 
or other related curricula or programs for students in grades K through 12. 
 
 
 
Education Law Sections 801-a and 804 
8 NYCRR Section 100.2(c) 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #3430 -- Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: ANIMALS IN THE SCHOOL (INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES) 
 
 Observation and experimentation with living organisms and animals gives students unique 
perspectives of life processes. Animals and animal materials should be used respectfully and for the 
purpose of meeting course objectives. 
 
 The Board, in recognizing the educational uses of animals in the classroom, requires that 
permission be obtained from the building principal before animals are brought into the school or 
classrooms. It is the principal's responsibility to ensure that there is an appropriate educational purpose 
if any animal is housed in a classroom. Animals are not to be transported on school buses with the 
exception of service animals. 
 
Study and Care of Live Animals 
 
 It will be the responsibility of the principal or designee to develop a plan of care for those animals 
housed in school in the event of an emergency school closing or in the event the animals remain in the 
classroom on days when school is not in session. 
 
Dissection of Animals 
 
 Any student expressing a moral or religious objection to the performance or witnessing of the 
dissection of an animal, either wholly or in part, will be provided the opportunity to undertake and 
complete an alternative project approved by the student's teacher; provided, however, that this objection 
is substantiated in writing by the student's parent or legal guardian. An alternate activity clearly related 
to and of comparable rigor will be assigned in lieu of laboratory dissection. Some examples of alternate 
activities include the use of computer simulations or research. Students who perform alternative projects 
will not be penalized. 
 
 The District will give reasonable notice to all students enrolled in a course that includes the 
dissection of an animal and students' parent(s) or legal guardian(s) about their rights to seek an alternate 
project to dissection. This notice will be made available upon request at the school and distributed to 
parents and students enrolled in a course that includes dissection at least once at the beginning of the 
school year. 
 
Instruction in the Humane Treatment of Animals 
 
 Students in elementary school must receive instruction in the humane treatment and protection of 
animals and the importance of the part they play in the economy of nature as well as the necessity of 
controlling the proliferation of animals that are subsequently abandoned and caused to suffer extreme 
cruelty. This instruction will be for a period of time as specified by the Board of Regents and may be 
joined with work in literature, reading, language, nature study, or ethnology. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 USC Section 12101 et seq. 
Education Law Section 809 
8 NYCRR Section 100.2(c)(9) 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
 
 The District will collaborate with parents and other family members to help students participating 
in Title I programs reach their full academic potential and to improve the District's overall academic 
quality. As part of its collaboration, the District will conduct outreach; plan and implement programs, 
activities, and procedures for parent and family member engagement; and consult meaningfully with 
parents and family members. 
 
District-Wide Parent and Family Engagement 
 
 To facilitate parent and family participation, the District will: 
 

a) Involve parents and family members in jointly developing this policy, its Title I Plan, and its 
support and improvement plans. If the parents or family members indicate that the Title I 
plan is not satisfactory, the District will submit their comments to the State Education 
Department along with the plan; 

 
b) Improve student academic achievement and school performance through coordination, 

providing technical assistance, and giving support necessary to assist and build the capacity 
of all participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent and family 
engagement activities, which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business 
leaders, and philanthropic organizations, or individuals with expertise in effectively 
engaging parents and family members in education; 

 
c) Coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies with other relevant federal, 

state, and local programs: parent trainings and information sessions relevant to child 
development, current trends in child development strategies, and topics relevant to Lyncourt 
parents, caregivers, and families; presentations and information sharing from local 
community agencies that offer resources for parents and caregivers; District open house and 
curriculum nights; multicultural celebrations; grade-level/department-specific student-
family events; student fine arts and drama performances; parent and caregiver surveys that 
provide information and feedback to the District; and regular District social media and print 
communications;  

 
d) Conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual 

evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in 
improving the academic quality of its Title I schools. The evaluation will include identifying: 

 
1. Barriers to greater participation by parents and family members in Title I activities, 

with particular attention to parents who are economically disadvantaged, are disabled, 
have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or ethnic 
minority background; 

 
 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

2. The needs of parents and family members to assist with their child's learning, including 
engaging with school personnel and teachers; and 

 
3. Strategies to support successful school and family interactions: parent communication 

and staff usage reports from Parent Square communication portal; ELL parent 
communication and staff usage reports from Reach My Teach communication portal; 
and evaluation of District social media and print communications. 

 
e) Use the evaluation's findings to design evidence-based strategies for more effective parent 

and family member engagement, and to revise the policy, if needed;  
 

f) Involve parents in Title I activities, which may include establishing a parent advisory board 
comprised of a sufficient number and representative group of parents or family members 
served by the District to adequately represent the students' needs, to develop, revise, and 
review the parent and family engagement policy by inviting parent representation and input 
on District committees, including, Community Schools and long-range planning teams, and 
by ensuring parent feedback is collected via surveys, public question and answer sessions, 
parent-teacher organization meetings, and during individual student meetings; and 

 
g) Involve parents and family members in decisions regarding how it spends funds reserved for 

parent and family engagement activities by inviting parent representation and input on 
District committees, including, Community Schools and long-range planning teams and by  
ensuring parent feedback is collected via surveys, public question and answer sessions, 
parent-teacher organization meetings, and during individual student meetings. 

 
School-Level Parent and Family Member Engagement 
 
 The Board directs each school receiving Title I funds to develop a building-level parent and family 
member engagement plan with that school's parents and family members. In addition to the content 
included above, each school building-level plan will: 
 

a) Describe how to convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to inform parents and 
family members of their school's participation in Title I programs, to explain Title I 
requirements, and to identify the right of the parents and family members to be involved. All 
parents and family members of these children will be invited and encouraged to attend the 
meeting; 

 
b) Offer flexibility in scheduling meetings, and may provide transportation, child care, or home 

visits related to parent and family member engagement, using Title I funds; 
 

c) Involve parents and family members in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in planning, 
reviewing, and improving Title I programs, including this policy; 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

d) Provide parents and family members with timely information about programs, a description 
and explanation of the curriculum in use, the forms of academic assessment used to measure 
student progress, the achievement levels of the challenging state academic standards, and, if 
requested by parents or family members, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate 
suggestions and to participate in decisions relating to their child's education. The District will 
respond to any suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and 

 
e) Develop a compact jointly with parents and family members that outlines how they, school 

staff, and students will share responsibility for improved student academic achievement. The 
compact will also detail the means by which the school and parents and family members will 
build and develop a partnership to help all children achieve the state's standards. 

 
f) Have a compact that: 

 
1. Describes the school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction 

in a supportive and effective learning environment to enable these students to meet the 
challenging state academic standards; 

 
2. Describes the ways in which each parent or family member will be responsible for 

supporting the child's learning, volunteering in the child's classroom, and participating, 
as appropriate, in decisions relating to the child's education and positive use of 
extracurricular time; and 

 
3. Addresses the importance of communication between teachers and parents or family 

members on an ongoing basis through, at a minimum: 
 

(a) Parent or family member-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least 
annually, during which the compact will be discussed as it relates to the individual 
child's achievement; 

 
(b) Frequent reports to parents or family members on the child's progress;  

 
(c) Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in the child's 

class, and observing their classroom activities: survey parents each summer 
regarding their needs and preferences for parent participation, training and 
information sessions, and ways they would like to contribute to District 
committees; invite parent representation and input on District committees and 
planning teams who respond to surveys indicating their intent to participate; 
continue to ensure throughout the school year that parent feedback is collected 
via surveys, public question and answer sessions, parent-teacher organization 
meetings, and during individual student meetings; and hold regular parent 
information and training sessions based on their responses from District surveys 
and feedback opportunities; and 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 

(d) Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members 
and school staff, and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members 
can understand. 

 
If the parents or family members believe that the building-level parent and family engagement 

plan is not satisfactory, the school will submit their comments when it makes the plan available to the 
District. 
 
 To ensure effective involvement of parents or family members and to support a partnership among 
the school involved, parents or family members, and the community, to improve student academic 
achievement, the District and each school will: 
 

a) Provide assistance to parents or family members of children served by the District or school 
to understand topics such as the challenging state academic standards, state and local 
academic assessments, the requirements of this part, and how to monitor a child's progress 
and work with educators to improve the achievement of the children; 

 
b) Provide materials and training to help parents or family members to work with the children 

to improve their achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including 
education about the harms of copyright piracy) to foster parent and family member 
engagement;  

 
c) Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school 

leaders, with the assistance of parents or family members, in the value and utility of parent 
or family member contribution, and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work 
with parents or family members as equal partners; implement and coordinate parent or family 
member programs; and build ties between parents or family members and the school; 

 
d) Coordinate and integrate, to the extent feasible and appropriate, parent and family member 

engagement programs and activities with federal, state, and local programs, including public 
preschool programs that encourage and support parents and family members in more fully 
participating in the education of the children; 

 
e) Ensure that information related to school and parent and family member programs, meetings, 

and other activities is sent to the parents or family members of participating children in a 
format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents or family members can 
understand; and 

 
f) Provide other reasonable support for parent and family member engagement activities as 

parents or family members may request. 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT  (Cont'd.) 
 
 In addition, the District and each school may: 
 

a) Involve parents or family members in developing training for teachers, principals, and other 
educators to improve the effectiveness of this training; 

 
b) Provide necessary literacy training from funds received under this part if the District has 

exhausted all other reasonably available sources of funding for the training; 
 

c) Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parent and family member 
engagement activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents and 
family members to participate in school-related meetings and training sessions; 

 
d) Train parents or family members to enhance the involvement of other parents or family 

members; 
 

e) Arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between 
teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children, with parents or 
family members who are unable to attend these conferences at school, to maximize parent 
and family engagement and participation; 

 
f) Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent and family engagement; 

 
g) Establish a District-wide parent and family member advisory council to provide advice on 

all matters related to parent and family member engagement in supported programs; and 
 

h) Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent and 
family member engagement activities. 

 
 In carrying out the parent and family member engagement requirements, the District and its 
schools, to the extent practicable, will provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents 
and family members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, 
parents and family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), 
including providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a 
language they understand. 
 
Procedures for Filing Complaints/Appeals 
 
 The District will disseminate free of charge to parents and family members of children in Title I 
programs, and to appropriate private school officials or representatives, adequate information regarding 
the District's written complaint procedures for resolving Title I issues. 
Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as reauthorized by the Every Student  
  Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 
20 USC Sections 6318 and 6321 
34 CFR Parts 74-86, 97-99, and 200 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET SAFETY/INTERNET CONTENT FILTERING 
 
 In compliance with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), the District will ensure the use of technology protection measures 
(i.e., filtering or blocking of access to certain material on the Internet) on all District computers with 
Internet access. These technology protection measures apply to Internet access by both adults and minors 
with regard to visual depictions that are obscene, pornographic, or, with respect to the use of computers 
by minors, considered harmful to students. The District will provide for the education of students 
regarding appropriate online behavior including interacting with other individuals on social networking 
websites and in chat rooms and regarding cyberbullying awareness and response. Further, appropriate 
monitoring of online activities of minors, as determined by the building or program supervisor, will also 
be enforced to ensure the safety of students when accessing the Internet. 
 
 Further, the Board's decision to utilize technology protection measures and other safety procedures 
for staff and students when accessing the Internet fosters the educational mission of the District, 
including the selection of appropriate instructional materials and activities to enhance the schools' 
programs and to help ensure the safety of personnel and students while online. 
 
 However, no filtering technology can guarantee that staff and students will be prevented from 
accessing any inappropriate sites. Proper safety procedures, as deemed appropriate by the applicable 
administrator or program supervisor, will be provided to ensure compliance with the CIPA. 
 
 In addition to the use of technology protection measures, the monitoring of online activities and 
access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet may include, but will not be limited to, the 
following guidelines: 
 

a) Ensuring the presence of a teacher and/or other appropriate District personnel when students 
are accessing the Internet including, but not limited to, the supervision of minors when using 
email, chat rooms, instant messaging, and other forms of direct electronic communications. 
As determined by the appropriate building administrator, the use of email, chat rooms, as 
well as social networking websites, may be blocked as deemed necessary to ensure the safety 
of students; 

 
b) Monitoring logs of access in order to keep track of the websites visited by students as a 

measure to restrict access to materials harmful to minors; 
 

c) In compliance with this Internet Safety Policy as well as the District's Acceptable Use Policy 
(AUP), unauthorized access, and other unlawful activities by minors are prohibited by the 
District and student violations of these policies may result in disciplinary action; and 

 
d) Appropriate supervision and notification to minors regarding the prohibition as to 

unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal identification information 
regarding students. 

 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET SAFETY/INTERNET CONTENT FILTERING  (Cont'd.) 
 

The determination of what is "inappropriate" for minors will be determined by the District and/or 
designated school official(s), the definition of which may vary depending on the circumstances of the 
situation and the age of the students involved in online research. 
 
 The terms "minor," "child pornography," "harmful to minors," "obscene," "technology protection 
measure," "sexual act," and "sexual contact" will be as defined in accordance with CIPA and other 
applicable laws or regulations. 
 
 Under certain specified circumstances, the blocking or filtering technology measure(s) may be 
disabled for adults engaged in bona fide research or other lawful purposes. The power to disable can 
only be exercised by an administrator, supervisor, or other person authorized by the District. 
 
 The District will provide certification, in accordance with the requirements of CIPA, to document 
the District's adoption and enforcement of its Internet Safety Policy, including the operation and 
enforcement of technology protection measures (i.e., blocking or filtering of access to certain material 
on the Internet) for all District computers with Internet access. 
 
Internet Safety Instruction 
 
 In accordance with New York State Education Law, the District may provide to students in grades 
K through 12 instruction designed to promote the proper and safe use of the Internet. The Commissioner 
will provide technical assistance in the development of curricula for this course of study which will be 
age appropriate and developed according to the needs and abilities of students at successive grade levels 
in order to provide awareness, skills, information, and support to aid in the safe usage of the Internet. 
 
 Additionally, students will be educated on appropriate interactions with other individuals on social 
networking websites and in chat rooms, as well as cyberbullying awareness and response. 
 
Access to Inappropriate Content/Material and Use of Personal Technology or Electronic Devices 
 
 Despite the existence of District policy, regulations, and guidelines, it is virtually impossible to 
completely prevent access to content or material that may be considered inappropriate for students. 
Students may have the ability to access this content or material from their home, other locations off 
school premises, and/or with a student's own personal technology or electronic device on school grounds 
or at school events. 
 
 The District is not responsible for inappropriate content or material accessed via a student's own 
personal technology or electronic device or via an unfiltered Internet connection received through a 
student's own personal technology or electronic device. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET SAFETY/INTERNET CONTENT FILTERING  (Cont'd.) 
 
Notification/Authorization 
 
 The District's AUP will be disseminated to parents and students in order to provide notice of the 
school's requirements, expectations, and student's obligations when accessing the Internet. 
 
 The District has provided reasonable public notice and has held at least one public hearing or 
meeting to address this policy prior to Board adoption. Additional public notice and a hearing or meeting 
is not necessary if and when amendments are made to this policy. 
 
 This policy must be made available to the FCC upon request. Furthermore, appropriate actions 
will be taken to ensure the ready availability to the public of this policy as well as any other District 
policies relating to the use of technology. 
 
 This policy is required to be retained by the school for at least five years after the funding year in 
which the policy was relied upon to obtain E-rate funding. 
 
 
 
20 USC Section 7131 
47 USC Sections 254(h) and 254(l) 
47 CFR Part 54 
Education Law Section 814 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #7315 -- Student Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 
           #7316 -- Use of Internet-Enabled Devices During the School Day 
          District Code of Conduct 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: INSTRUCTION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS  
 
 The Board recognizes its responsibility to ensure that students of foreign birth or ancestry who are 
identified as English Language Learners (ELLs) are provided with an appropriate bilingual education 
or English as a New Language (ENL) program. 
 
 The District develops a comprehensive plan to meet the educational needs of ELLs as required by 
the State Education Department. The plan will be kept on file in the District and submitted to the 
Commissioner of Education annually as required. The plan includes: 
 

a) The District's philosophy regarding the education of ELLs; 
 

b) The District's administrative practices and procedures to screen, identify, and place ELLs in 
appropriate programs; 

 
c) The District's plan to provide parents and other persons in parental relation with information 

about all bilingual education and ENL programs available in the District and notices 
regarding program placement and the rights of parents or persons in parental relation in the 
language or mode of communication they best understand; 

 
d) The District's system to annually measure and track the academic progress and English 

language proficiency of ELLs and use of data to drive instruction; 
 

e) A description of the District's curricular and extracurricular services provided to ELLs; 
 

f) The District's administrative practices to annually evaluate ELLs; 
 

g) The District's procedure to identify support services for ELLs; 
 

h) The District's policies and procedures regarding ELLs who are students with disabilities; 
 

i) The District's procedures to exit ELLs including those students with inconsistent/interrupted 
formal education; 

 
j) The District's services to support former ELLs. 

 
 Additionally, the District will provide professional learning to all teachers, level III teaching 
assistants, and administrators that specifically addresses the needs of ELLs. For school business leaders, 
the District will provide professional learning related to the needs of ELLs and the federal, state, and 
local mandates for ELLs.  
 

The Superintendent will ensure that all data, including plans, assurances, and reports as required 
by the Commissioner's regulations, is submitted to the State Education Department in a timely manner. 
 
Education Law Section 3204  
8 NYCRR Parts 117 and 154 and Section 100.2(g) 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: TEXTBOOKS, LIBRARY MATERIALS, AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 
 
 The District's instructional program is enriched and supported by the selection of quality print and 
non-print instructional materials. Selected instructional materials will align with New York State 
learning standards, reflect different viewpoints, and meet the varied needs and interests of staff and 
students.  
 
Definitions 
 

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply: 
 

a) "Instructional material" means any print or non-print material with instructional content or 
an instructional function that is used to facilitate formal or informal learning either in the 
classroom, library media center, or elsewhere in the District. Examples of instructional 
materials include, but are not limited to:  textbooks; workbooks; hardcover and paperback 
books; ebooks; online databases; DVDs; streaming videos; sound recordings; magazines; 
newspapers; pamphlets; pictures; charts; games; kits; maps; models; microforms; slides; 
specimens; and transparencies.  

 
b) "Library material" means any print or non-print material which is catalogued and processed 

as part of the library media center for use by students and staff. Examples of library materials 
include, but are not limited to:  hardcover and paperback books; ebooks; online databases; 
DVDs; streaming videos; sound recordings; magazines; newspapers; pamphlets; pictures; 
charts; games; kits; maps; models; microforms; slides; specimens; and transparencies. 

 
c) "Textbook" means a text, or a text-substitute, that a student is required to use in a particular 

class or program of the District. Textbooks include:  
 
1. Books, or book substitutes, including hardcover or paperback books, workbooks, or 

manuals; and 
 
2. Courseware or other content-based instructional materials in an electronic format. 

 
Overview of Instructional Materials  
 
Textbooks 
 

The Superintendent will work with District administrators and instructional staff to determine what 
textbooks should be used as part of the District's instructional program. Upon the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, the Board will designate the textbooks to be used. Textbooks, once designated, 
cannot be superseded within a period of five years except by a 3/4 vote of the Board.  
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SUBJECT: TEXTBOOKS, LIBRARY MATERIALS, AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS  (Cont'd.) 
 
 The District will ensure that students who require alternative formats of instructional materials 
receive those materials in a format that meets the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard 
(NIMAS) and at the same time as those instructional materials are available to their peers.  
 
 The District participates in the School Library System (SLS).  
 
 The Board will make provision for funds to be budgeted for the purchase of textbooks. Students 
may be required to pay for lost or excessively damaged textbooks. 
 
Calculators 
 
 The New York State Education Department (NYSED) requires the use of calculators for 
intermediate and high school level mathematics and science assessments. Students are not required to 
purchase their own calculators. To the extent that calculators are a necessary part of the instructional 
program, the District will provide them.  
 
 Calculators must be considered a classroom teaching material for which the District is authorized 
to levy a tax. Even if operating under a contingent budget, the District must purchase and provide 
calculators if required for participation in an instructional program. Students may be required to pay for 
lost calculators.  
 
Library Materials 
 
 The District will establish and maintain a library media center in each school which will contain 
library materials. The library media center in each District school will meet the needs of students and 
staff, and provide an adequate complement to the instructional program in the various areas of the 
curriculum. The District will employ certified school library media specialists in accordance with 
specific standards contained in regulation, unless equivalent service is provided by an alternative 
arrangement approved by the Commissioner. 
 

The Board delegates its authority to designate library materials to be used in the District to the 
school library media specialist(s). When appropriate, the school library media specialist(s) will work 
cooperatively with the Superintendent, other District administrators, instructional staff, the Board, 
students, and/or District community members to identify, order, and organize library materials.  

 
When appropriate, the school library media specialist(s) will utilize shared services such as Boards 

of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) to improve programs and services, build collections, 
utilize new technologies, and maximize funding. 
 

The Board will make provision for funds to be budgeted for the purchase of library materials. 
Students may be required to pay for library materials that are lost, excessively damaged, or overdue.  
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SUBJECT: TEXTBOOKS, LIBRARY MATERIALS, AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS  (Cont'd.) 
 
Objectives in the Selection of Instructional Materials  
 

The broad range and varying suitability of all forms of instructional materials which are available 
for purchase demand careful evaluation before they are selected for use in the District's classrooms and 
library media centers. In order to select quality print and non-print instructional materials to enrich and 
support the District's instructional program, the Board endorses and supports the selection of 
instructional materials that:  
 

a) Align with New York State learning standards; 
 

b) Implement, enrich, and support the District's curriculum and instructional program, taking 
into consideration the varied interests, abilities, and learning styles of students; 

 
c) Meet the varied needs and interests of staff and students; 
 
d) Present various sides of controversial issues so that students may develop critical thinking 

and reading skills resulting in the ability to make informed decisions; 
 
e) Offer global perspectives and promote diversity by including materials by authors and 

illustrators of all cultures -- materials will not be excluded because of the race, nationality, 
religion, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, political views, or social views of the 
author; 

 
f) Provide staff and students with a wide range of up-to-date instructional materials of all levels 

of difficulty in a variety of physical and digital formats including print and non-print such as 
electronic and multimedia (including subscription databases and other online products, 
ebooks, educational games, and other forms of emerging technologies); 

 
g) Afford students the opportunity to explore a diverse range of literature to develop and 

strengthen a lifelong love of reading.  
 

20 USC Sections 1412, 1474, and 6311 
34 CFR Section 300.172 
34 CFR Part 300, Appendix C 
Education Law Sections 701, 702, 711, 1604, 1709, 1804, 1950, 2503, and 3602 
8 NYCRR Sections 91.1, 91.2, 100.1, and 200.2 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #5412 -- Alternative Formats for Instructional Materials 

#8110 -- Curriculum Development, Resources, and Evaluation 
#8330 -- Objection to Instructional and Library Materials and 

Controversial Issues 
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SUBJECT: OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONAL AND LIBRARY MATERIALS AND 

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES  
 
 The Board recognizes the right of District community members to voice concerns and objections 
about instructional materials and the discussion of controversial issues. This policy addresses how those 
concerns and objections can be raised. 
 
Definitions 
 

For purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply: 
 

a) "Controversial issues" means questions, subjects, or problems which can create a difference 
of opinion. They can include issues which may have political, social, environmental, or 
personal impacts on students and/or the wider community: locally, nationally, or 
internationally.  

 
b) "Instructional material" means any print or non-print material with instructional content or 

an instructional function that is used to facilitate formal or informal learning either in the 
classroom, library media center, or elsewhere in the District. Examples of instructional 
materials include, but are not limited to:  textbooks; workbooks; hardcover and paperback 
books; ebooks; online databases; DVDs; streaming videos; sound recordings; magazines; 
newspapers; pamphlets; pictures; charts; games; kits; maps; models; microforms; slides; 
specimens; and transparencies.  

 
c) "Library material" means any print or non-print material which is catalogued and processed 

as part of the library media center for use by students and staff. Examples of library materials 
include, but are not limited to:  hardcover and paperback books; ebooks; online databases; 
DVDs; streaming videos; sound recordings; magazines; newspapers; pamphlets; pictures; 
charts; games; kits; maps; models; microforms; slides; specimens; and transparencies. 

 
d) "Textbook" means a text, or a text-substitute, that a student is required to use in a particular 

class or program of the District. Textbooks include:  
 

1. Books, or book substitutes, including hardcover or paperback books, workbooks, or 
manuals; and 

 
2. Courseware or other content-based instructional materials in an electronic format. 

 
Objections to Instructional Materials 
 

The Board has authority to prescribe curriculum in the District and to designate the textbooks to 
be used in the District. The parent of a student cannot compel the Board to use a particular textbook or 
discontinue the use of a particular textbook. Further, the District may not be compelled to assign an 
alternate curriculum to a student based upon a parent's disapproval of classroom assignments. Students 
may be able to be excused from instruction in very limited circumstances outlined in law and regulation.  
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SUBJECT: OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONAL AND LIBRARY MATERIALS AND 

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES  (Cont'd.) 
 

District community members who have questions or concerns about instructional materials are 
encouraged to bring these questions and concerns to instructional staff and/or the school library media 
specialist(s).  
 

District community members who wish to formally object to instructional materials must submit 
their objections in writing to the Superintendent. District staff who object to instructional materials must 
follow the same process as all District community members. Challenged instructional materials will 
remain in use and/or circulation until a final decision has been made. The Board will be informed of any 
objection the Superintendent receives.  
 
 The Superintendent will designate a review committee to investigate and evaluate the challenged 
instructional material. The committee will include, among others, the school library media specialist 
from the building where the objection originated and the building principal. The committee will evaluate 
the challenged material according to the District's criteria for the evaluation and selection of instructional 
materials. 
 
 The review committee will submit a written report of the results of their review to the 
Superintendent within 60 days of receipt of the formal written objection.  
 
 Appeals of decisions by the review committee may be submitted in writing to the Superintendent 
who will then submit the appeal to the Board for action.  
 
 If subsequent objections after an appeal are issued for the same material within a period of five 
years, the Superintendent can deny the objection based on the previous review and decision.  
 
Controversial Issues 
 

Controversial issues may be studied as part of the curriculum. Instructional staff will present these 
issues in their classrooms in an impartial and objective manner. It is expected that a library media center's 
collection, both print and digital, will include items that are considered to be controversial. 
 

Instructional staff wishing to call upon outside speakers to present on controversial issues are 
required to work with the building principal who will keep in mind the obligation to present balanced 
viewpoints. The building principal will inform the Superintendent of the presentation on the 
controversial issue prior to it occurring.  
 
 Any objection to how a controversial issue is being taught, including the use of a guest speaker, 
should be directed to the building principal who will consult with appropriate instructional staff to 
address the objection.  
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SUBJECT: OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONAL AND LIBRARY MATERIALS AND 

CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES  (Cont'd.) 
 
 If the objection is related an instructional material being used in the teaching of a controversial 
issue, the process requesting reconsideration of library or instructional materials should be followed. 
Objections to instructional materials by District community members must be submitted in writing to 
the Superintendent. If the objection is related to the curriculum or New York State learning standards, 
the building principal will address the matter with the individual(s) raising the objection. 
 
 
 
Education Law Sections 701, 711, 809, 1604, 1709, 1804, 2503, and 3204 
8 NYCRR Sections 16.2 and 135.3 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #8320 -- Textbooks, Library Materials, and Other Instructional  

Materials 
  #8360 -- Religious Expression in the Instructional Program 
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SUBJECT: RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM 
 
 The Board acknowledges the importance of religion to the understanding of society and the 
richness of the human experience. The District will be guided by three concepts when making decisions 
about the appropriateness of activities for inclusion in the school program: the activity should have a 
secular purpose, the activity should neither advance nor inhibit religion, and the activity must not foster 
an excessive entanglement of government with religion. 
 
 Nurturing the development of knowledge and respect for the rights of all cultural and religious 
groups is a continuing goal of the District. Students, faculty, and administration are reminded of the 
pluralism of religious beliefs and are urged to be conscious of and respect the sensitivity of others. 
 
 Opportunities to learn about cultural and religious traditions should be provided within the 
framework of the curriculum. Information about religious and cultural holidays and traditions focusing 
on how and when they are celebrated, their origins, and their histories should be part of this instruction. 
This educational opportunity should be handled with great care, sensitivity, and respect for the feelings 
and beliefs of individuals. 
 
 An environment should be created and encouraged where students of various ethnic backgrounds 
feel comfortable in sharing comments about their religious and cultural traditions. No student should be 
singled out to share or participate in discussions solely on the basis of that student's identification with 
the cultural or religious heritage being addressed. A student's preference not to share or participate in 
these discussions should be honored and respected without penalty. 
 
School Activities Related to Religious Holidays or Themes 
 
 School activities related to the teaching about religious holidays or themes must be consistent with, 
and representative of, the District's curriculum. 
 
 In planning school activities related to the teaching about religious holidays or themes, special 
effort must be made to ensure that the activity is not devotional and that students of all faiths can join 
without feeling they are betraying their own beliefs. Similarly, age appropriate activities are encouraged 
within the framework of the curriculum. Teaching about religious and cultural holidays may include 
activities such as parties and special foods, if they reinforce educational goals. 
 
Symbols in the Schools 
 
 The purpose of using religious symbols should be to teach about religious concepts and traditions, 
and to convey historical or cultural content, not to promote or celebrate religious concepts, events, or 
holidays. 
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SUBJECT: RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION IN THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM  (Cont'd.) 
 
Music in the Schools 
 
 The purpose of using religious music should be to teach musical concepts, to convey historical 
and cultural content, or to create aesthetic experiences in a setting which emphasizes artistic expression 
and educational value, not to promote or celebrate a religious faith. 
 
Curriculum Areas in Conflict with Religious Beliefs 
 
 Students will be given the option to be excused from participating in those parts of an activity, 
program, or area of instruction involving a religious theme which conflicts with their own religious 
beliefs or that of their parents or guardians in accordance with applicable law and regulations. 
Alternatives may be provided that are of comparable instructional value.  
 
 The District will make this policy available in order to ensure community, faculty, student, and 
parental or guardian awareness. 
 
 
 
United States Constitution, First Amendment 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015 
Equal Access Act, 20 USC Sections 4071-4074 
Education Law Sections 1609(9), 1609(10), 1709(1), 1709(3), 3204(5), and 3210 
8 NYCRR Sections 16.2 and 109.2  
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies #7460 -- Constitutionally Protected Prayer in the Public Schools 

#8330 -- Objection to Instructional and Library Materials and 
Controversial Issues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoption Date 
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SUBJECT: OPENING EXERCISES 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance will be included as part of the opening exercises in all District schools. 
Under certain circumstances, such as religious conviction, individuals may be excused from this 
requirement.  
 
 
 
Education Law Section 802 
8 NYCRR Section 108.5 
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SUBJECT: INDEPENDENT STUDY 
 

Independent study is supported online with our learning partner or BOCES in cases where a student 
is eligible for a Regents course that we do not offer in the District: for example, Spanish II or Geometry. 
We do not currently have students using independent study for electives. 
 
 
 
8 NYCRR Section 100.5(9) 
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SUBJECT: HOME SCHOOLING 
 
 The District will attempt to cooperate with parents who wish to provide home instruction for their 
children. A child who is educated at home should receive an education in a manner consistent with an 
educational plan and at least substantially equivalent to that given to students of like age and attainments 
in the local public schools. The required subjects should be taught in a competent, systematic, and 
sequential manner, specifically in relation to the required courses set forth in Commissioner's regulation 
Section 100.10. 
 
 Primary responsibility for determining compliance with Commissioner's regulations addressing 
home instruction rests with the Superintendent. 
 
Provision of Services to Home-Instructed Students 
 
 Home-instructed students are not awarded a high school diploma. A high school diploma may only 
be awarded to a student enrolled in a registered secondary school who has completed all program 
requirements set by the Board of Regents or the District. 
 
a) Extracurricular Participation 
 

Students instructed at home are not eligible to participate in interscholastic or intramural sports. 
Commissioner's regulations mandate that only students enrolled in the public school are allowed 
to participate in interscholastic or intramural sports. However, the District does permit home-
instructed students to participate in other school-sponsored extracurricular activities. 

 
b) Textbooks and Materials 
 

The District is not required to loan available textbooks and other materials (e.g., library materials, 
microscopes, computer software, eTextbooks, and movie projectors) to home-instructed students. 
However, the District may provide home-instructed students with its current program textbooks 
and materials, if requested by the student's parent/caregiver. 
 

c) Health Services 
 

The District is not required to furnish health services. 
 
d) Remedial Programs 
 

The District is not responsible for providing remedial programs. 
 
e) Career and Technical/Gifted Education 
 

The District is not authorized to provide Career and Technical (Occupational) or gifted educational 
programs to home-instructed students. 
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SUBJECT: HOME SCHOOLING  (Cont'd.) 
 
f) Special Education Services 
 

Solely for the purpose of Education Law Section 3602-c, home-instructed students with disabilities 
are deemed to be students enrolled in and attending a nonpublic school, which enables them to 
receive special education services, as well as to be included for computation of state aid for the 
education by the District. 

 
The Committee on Special Education will develop an Individualized Education Services Program 
(IESP) for the student. The IESP will be developed in the same manner and with the same content 
as an individualized education program. The Board will determine a location where special 
education services will be provided to a home-instructed student. This location may, but is not 
required to be, in the student's home. 

 
g) Use of School Facilities 
 

Students instructed at home will be allowed to use school facilities provided that there is a mutual 
agreement on the part of all involved parties. 

 
 
 
Education Law Sections 3204, 3205, 3210(2), 3212(2), 3240-42, 3602-c, 3602-c(2-c), and 4402 
8 NYCRR Sections 100.10, 135.4(c)(7)(ii)(b)(2) and 200.2(a) 
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SUBJECT: HOME, HOSPITAL, OR INSTITUTIONAL INSTRUCTION (HOMEBOUND 

INSTRUCTION)  
 
Overview 
 
 Home, hospital, or institutional instruction (sometimes referred to as homebound instruction) is an 
educational service provided by districts to resident students enrolled in a public or nonpublic school 
who are unable to attend school in person for at least ten days during a three-month period due to illness 
or injury which requires the student to remain at home or in a hospital or other institution for the 
treatment of children, other than a school.  
 
 The District will provide home, hospital, or institutional instruction to all resident students enrolled 
in a public or nonpublic school from kindergarten to age 21 when, due to a temporary or chronic 
physical, mental, or emotional illness or injury, as documented by the student's treating healthcare 
provider, the student is unable to participate in their usual education setting.  
 
Definitions 
 
 "Instruction delivery plan" means a written plan to continue the student's academic progress and 
to maintain a record of delivery of instructional services and student progress.  
 
 "School district of residence" means the public school district within the State of New York where 
students legally reside with their parents or guardians.  
 
 "Treating health care provider" means a person who is treating a student and is licensed or 
otherwise authorized to provide diagnosis pursuant to a profession enumerated in Title VIII of the 
Education Law. 
 
 "Tutor" means an employee of the school district of residence or an individual with whom the 
school district of residence contracts to provide home, hospital, or institutional instruction. The tutor 
must hold a New York State teaching certificate. A tutor may include a teacher employed by a board of 
cooperative educational services (BOCES) that contracts with the school district of residence to provide 
this instruction. 
 
Request for Home, Hospital, or Institutional Instruction 
 
 To request home, hospital, or institutional instruction for a resident student, the parent or guardian 
must submit a request to the District that includes written medical verification from the student's treating 
healthcare provider demonstrating the student's anticipated inability to attend school in person for at 
least ten days during the next three months and written consent authorizing the Director of School Health 
Services or designee to contact the student's treating healthcare provider. Refusal to provide this written 
consent will result in a denial of the request for home, hospital, or institutional instruction.  
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SUBJECT: HOME, HOSPITAL, OR INSTITUTIONAL INSTRUCTION (HOMEBOUND 

INSTRUCTION)  (Cont'd.) 
 
 The request will be forwarded to the Director of School Health Services who will review the need 
for home, hospital, or institutional instruction and either approve or deny the request. During this review, 
the Director of School Health Services may contact the student's treating healthcare provider to obtain 
additional information necessary regarding the student's health or mental health.  
 
 Within five school days after receipt of written medical verification from the student's treating 
healthcare provider, the District will notify the parent or guardian whether their request for home, 
hospital, or institutional instruction has been approved or denied. In the case of a denial, reason(s) for 
denial will be provided. 
 
Appeals 
 
 Parents and guardians may appeal the denial of home, hospital, or institutional instruction to the 
District's Board within ten school days of receipt of notification of the denial. Home, hospital, or 
institutional instruction will be provided while an appeal is pending before the District's Board.  
 
Home, Hospital, or Institutional Instruction Requirements 
 
 The District will provide home, hospital, or institutional instruction to a student within five school 
days after receiving notification of the student's medical condition or within five school days from the 
request for home, hospital, or institutional instruction, whichever occurs first. This instruction, which 
may include remote instruction, will meet the minimum requirements outlined in law and regulation. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
 Students with disabilities who are recommended for home, hospital, or institutional instruction by 
the Committee on Special Education (CSE) will be provided instruction and appropriate related services 
as determined and documented by the CSE in consideration of the student's unique needs. This 
instruction will only be recommended if the placement is in the least restrictive environment and must 
be provided for at least the number and length of time as provided for other students receiving home, 
hospital, and institutional instruction. 
 
Recordkeeping 
 
 The District will maintain a record of delivery of instructional services and student progress. This 
includes, but is not limited to, a record of the dates, amount, and type of instructional services the student 
received including the tutor's name, subjects taught, and the location where the instructional services 
were provided. 
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SUBJECT: HOME, HOSPITAL, OR INSTITUTIONAL INSTRUCTION (HOMEBOUND 

INSTRUCTION)  (Cont'd.) 
 
Education Law Sections 1604(20), 1709(24), 3202 
8 NYCRR Sections 100.22, 175.21, and 200.6 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #7150 – Remote Instruction 
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SUBJECT: FIELD TRIPS 
 

The Board recognizes that field trips are an educationally sound and important ingredient in the 
instructional program of the schools.  
 

A field trip means any journey by a group of students away from the school premises, under the 
supervision of a teacher, which is an integral part of an approved course of study and conducted for the 
purpose of affording a first-hand educational experience not available in the classroom.  
 

Field trips are a part of the curriculum of the schools, and student conduct and attendance on field 
trips are governed by the same rules as regular classroom activities. The District must obtain written or 
digital parental or guardian permission for students going on school-sponsored field trips. 
 

The Superintendent will prepare procedures for the operation of a field trip activity. Field trip 
support will be determined annually by the Board during its budget deliberations. Regardless of the 
fiscal support for field trips, the rules of the District for approval and conduct of these trips will apply. 
 
 The Superintendent or designee may cancel previously approved field trips due to extenuating 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policies  #3410 -- Code of Conduct  

#5720 -- Transportation of Students 
District Code of Conduct 
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