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 Instruction  
  

 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:  GIFTED AND TALENTED EDUCATION 

AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
Gifted and Talented Students  
 

The Board of Education will provide appropriate educational programs for students identified as 
being gifted and talented.  
 

Education Law Article 90 and Section 3204(2)(b) 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 142 

 
Physical Education Class  
 

All students, except those with medical excuses, shall participate in physical education in 
accordance with the Commissioner's Regulations. Any student whose condition precludes 
participation in a regular program shall be provided with adaptive physical education approved by the 
Commissioner of Education.  
 

Education Law Sections 803 and 3204  
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 135.4 
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SUBJECT: PATRIOTISM, CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION 
 
 

In order to promote a spirit of patriotic and civil service and obligation, as well as to foster in 
students of the District moral and intellectual qualities which are essential in preparing them to meet 
the obligations of citizenship, the Board requires students attending District schools, over the age of 
eight (8) years, to attend instructional courses in patriotism, citizenship, and human rights issues, with 
particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery, the Holocaust, and the mass 
starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850 (the "Irish Potato Famine").  
 

The Board also directs that all students attending District schools in grades 8 through 12 receive 
instruction in the history, meaning, significance and effect of the United States Constitution, the New 
York State Constitution, and the Declaration of Independence. 
 

The curricula for such courses must include the subjects specified by the Board of Regents and 
be for the period of instruction, as mandated by the Regents, which is necessary in these subjects in 
each of the appropriate grades. 
 

One (1) week during each school year a uniform course of exercises shall be provided to teach 
students, in an age appropriate manner, the purpose, meaning and importance of the Bill of Rights 
Articles in the United States and New York State Constitutions. These exercises shall be in addition to 
the above required courses. 
 

The Board directs that the above named subjects, as mandated by law, be addressed in the 
instructional curricula provided by the District. 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 801 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: Refer also to Policy #8242 -- Civility, Citizenship and Character Education/Interpersonal 

Violence Prevention Education 
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SUBJECT: CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/ 
   INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION 
 
 
Civility, Citizenship and Character Education 
 
 The Board of Education recognizes that teaching students respect, civility and understanding 
toward others, as well as the practice and reinforcement of appropriate behavior and values of our 
society, is an important function of the School System. 
 
 The School District wishes to foster an environment where students exhibit behavior that 
promotes positive educational practices, allows students to grow socially and academically, and 
encourages healthy dialogue in respectful ways. By presenting teachers and staff as positive role 
models, the District stresses positive communication and discourages disrespectful treatment. This 
policy is not intended to deprive and/or restrict any student of his/her right to freedom of expression 
but, rather, seeks to maintain, to the extent possible and reasonable, a safe, harassment free and 
educationally conducive environment for our students and staff. 
 
 Furthermore, the District shall ensure that the course of instruction in grades K through 12 
includes a component on civility, citizenship and character education in accordance with Education 
Law. Character education is the deliberate effort to help students understand, care about, and act upon 
core ethical values. 
 
 Character education shall instruct students on the principles of: 
 

a) Honesty, 
 

b) Tolerance, 
 

c) Personal responsibility, 
 

d) Respect for others, 
 

e) Observance of laws and rules, 
 

f) Courtesy, 
 

g) Dignity, and other traits which will enhance the quality of students' experiences in, and 
contributions to, the community. 

 
 As determined by the Board of Regents, and as further enumerated in Commissioner's 
Regulations, the components of character education shall be incorporated in existing School District 
curricula as applicable. 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: CIVILITY, CITIZENSHIP AND CHARACTER EDUCATION/ 
   INTERPERSONAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION EDUCATION  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
 The District encourages the involvement of staff, students, parents and community members in 
the implementation and reinforcement of character education in the schools. 
 

Education Law Sections 801 and 801-a 
 
Interpersonal Violence Prevention Education 
 
 The Commissioner of Education, pursuant to law, shall make available to the District an 
interpersonal violence prevention education package for students in grades K through 12; and the use 
of such material will be incorporated as part of the health or other related curricula or programs. 
 
 As modified by the Board of Regents, the health curriculum requirements shall provide greater 
focus on the development of skills, by no later than middle school, that are needed to recognize, cope 
with and address potentially violent incidents, including an understanding of the student's roles in 
emergency situations, what to do when confronted with another student who is experiencing a mental 
health problem, and other related skills designed to reduce the threat of violence in the schools.  
 

Education Law Section 804(4) 
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